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Abstract:

This study examines the media framing of public figures’ tweets
related to sports issues, as disseminated by AL24 and BBC NEWS.
Through a content analysis of a purposive sample of news reports
covering Algerian boxer Imane Khelif during the Paris 2024 Olympic
Games, the research seeks to investigate the framing strategies
employed by both channels, assess the influence of public figures’ digital
communication on audience perceptions, and uncover the editorial
positions adopted by AL24 and BBC NEWS regarding the tweets of
Donald Trump, Elon Musk, and Giorgia Meloni.

To achieve these objectives, the study employed a content analysis
methodology and a comparative approach, utilizing content analysis
sheets and interviews for the collection of both quantitative and
qualitative data. The sample, selected through purposive sampling,
consisted of 59 media items broadcast between July 26 and August 11,
2024 — 43 from AL24 and 16 from BBC NEWS. The analysis focused
specifically on coverage related to the tweets of influential public figures
(Donald Trump, Giorgia Meloni, and Elon Musk) commenting on Imane
Khelif's performance, given their substantial capacity to shape both
sports-related and broader media public opinion.

The findings reveal that AL24 adopted a supportive and advocacy-
oriented framing, highlighting Khelif’'s athletic achievements and
emphasizing the injustices she faced within a broader political and sports
conflict framework. In contrast, BBC NEWS pursued a more analytical
and critical framing, focusing on institutional controversies and identity
politics. Additionally, both channels were found to rely on key news
values such as prominence, conflict, and timeliness, albeit through
divergent framing perspective

Keywords: Media Coverage — Public Figures’ Tweets — Sports Issues — Content Analysis —
Traditional Media — New Media — AL24 — BBC NEWS — Paris 2024 Olympic Games.
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