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ABSTRACT

This study aims to identify the role of the media in shaping the geopolitical
conflict between China and the United States over the issue of Taiwan. Our
choice of this study came at a time of geopolitical conflicts, especially the
Russian-Ukrainian war, where the international system has undergone a
transformation from the dominance of the United States of America to a
multipolar system and it is assumed that the existing US-China rivalry is one of
the critical factors for changing that system and the opportunities for its
transformation.

In light of the current developments, China has emerged as a supporter of
Russia and a fierce competitor to the United States, which led to the existence
of a permanent conflict between them that could push them to the risks of
escalation, in order to respond to the requirements of this study, we relied on a
comparative analytical study through the content analysis method and the
theory of media frames The study sample was represented in videos from the
news bulletins of the Chinese channel CGTN and the American channel CNN
and (20) samples were selected for each channel.

Our study came up with a set of results:

- The results of the study revealed that the Chinese channel CGTN focused its
media treatment on the issue of Taiwan as an integral part of Chinese territory
and sought to achieve reunification, while the American channel CNN focused
its coverage on national security issues related to external threats, thus seeking
to protect their national security and strategic interests.

- The results of the study analysis showed the existence of a media war
between China and the United States through the use of processing language in
the media content of both channels.

- Through CGTN, China aims to strengthen its media capacity to counter the US
media, as it relied on the use of strong language and misleading headlines in its
media content to respond to US statements and defend its strategic interests
through the media.

- The results of the study showed the use of misleading headlines for both
channels, which reached 35% in the Chinese channel and 50% in the American
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channel, in order to influence the perceptions of global public opinion and form
an audience in line with the national agenda of both countries.

- The results of the study confirmed that the media contribute to fuelling and
mitigating geopolitical conflicts through their presentation of the Taiwan issue
and the endeavor of both channels to shape public perceptions in line with
their strategic interests.

- CGTN presents the narrative that China is a strategic competitor in the Pacific
region, while CNN emphasises the position of the US as a global power.

Keywords: Media treatment, conflict, geopolitics, soft power, Taiwan issue,
China, US
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