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Abstract :

This study aims to explore how the United Arab Emirates (UAE)
leveraged its hosting of two major international events—Expo 2020
Dubai and COP28—to reinforce its national identity and enhance its
diplomatic influence. The research tracks how the UAE's image was
framed in Emirati media during these events. The choice of this topic
comes amid profound transformations in the international system,
where soft power, strategic communication, and targeted media
have become central tools in shaping a country's image, promoting
its political and cultural model, and expanding its global influence.

In this context, the study examines how official Emirati press outlets
framed these international events as ideal platforms to promote the
desired national narrative and assert the UAE’s leadership role
regionally and globally. To meet the objectives of this research, the
Framing Theory was applied using its mechanisms (selection,
emphasis, omission, social cues, tone of coverage, and repetition) on
a sample of 12 issues from Al-Bayan newspaper covering Expo 2020
Dubai and 12 issues from Al-Ittihad newspaper covering COP28.

The study reached several findings:



- The media coverage of both Expo 2020 and COP28 revealed a
deliberate and strategic use of framing mechanisms in service
of the UAE’s broader agenda to polish and reinforce its national
image and strengthen its global presence.

- The coverage relied heavily on praiseful discourse, emphasizing
values such as modernity, leadership, sustainability, and
cultural openness, while showing a near-total absence of critical,
controversial, or negative content regarding the UAE or the two
events.

- Emirati media presented the UAE as a global platform for
dialogue and international cooperation, as well as an ideal hub
for hosting and leading major international events.

- The findings indicate that the UAE effectively employed media
as a soft power tool to promote its narrative and market its
developmental and environmental model, which contributed to
enhancing its status as an influential global actor.

- The coverage differentiated between the two events: Al-Bayan
focused on portraying the cultural and civilizational image of
the UAE and its openness across fields during Expo 2020, while
Al-Ittihad highlighted the country’s role in climate action and
green finance during COP28—despite being an oil-producing
state—demonstrating strategic media intelligence in tailoring
messages to serve the UAE’s overarching objective of image-
building and diplomatic influence.

Keywords: Media Framing, Brand Nation, Soft Power, Diplomatic
Influence, Expo 2020, COP28, United Arab Emirate.
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! Cafiero, Giorgio , Where does Gulf reconciliation leave the UAE?, The New Arab, January 13" 2021, look at
March 18t 2025; at 12.33 Am, https://www.newarab.com/analysis/where-does-gulf-reconciliation-leave-uae
2 Abdulkader, Binsal, China-UAE bilateral trade rises 28% to exceed $64 bn during 1st 8 months of 2022:
Chinese Envoy, Emirates News Agency-WAM, November 3™ 2022 6:50 PM, look at March 18" 2025; at 1:58
Am, https://www.wam.ae/en/details/1395303098069
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! Badreldin, Mostafa , UAE emerges as key player in global development, strengthens role in China's Belt and
Road Initiative, Emirates News Agency-WAM, September 10t , 2024 at 9:13 AM, look at March 18t 2025; on
2:27 Am, https://www.wam.ae/en/article/1440s8f-uae-emerges-key-player-global-development
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! Controversy surrounds climate negotiations as oil group CEO appointed COP28 president, Le Monde,
05/06/2023, https://www.lemonde.fr/en/environment/article/2023/06/05/controversy-surrounds-climate-
negotiations-as-oil-group-ceo-appointed-cop28-president , 23/05/2025; 11:40

112


https://www.lemonde.fr/en/environment/article/2023/06/05/controversy-surrounds-climate-negotiations-as-oil-group-ceo-appointed-cop28-president
https://www.lemonde.fr/en/environment/article/2023/06/05/controversy-surrounds-climate-negotiations-as-oil-group-ceo-appointed-cop28-president

.......................................................................................................................... (ki) jUaYy)

Glagin e g )stal¥) 3@l mllas 3 )l o pady LEE o 5 e "zlaall
Al laabaa g

O gLl Gaslia & Ol i L 08 8 @ L) The Guardian o ) 4dls)
aladiul e dpadl Jpall (a8 g ol Lo Jdds o pdiadl g el Gl kY1 jaige (3l
aizall S N daals 50 (e (g saasie 4l LT ol 5 aEm) ) M) saaY) a8 )
Lo ssia¥) ag gl aladin) Galsy) e Jaall ) Gkl axe g Alled s clll )

2 yaisall b ol jla¥) Al o clal 3l 8 IS

LSy el Ayl g allua ol L Jie 8 CNN cads &l
dad o o) pod Baa cleny Aol dgeall amd Al Gliblall & jlasg
Baatal) A pall il jla¥) Hlalin) (a geads Al g Clalahil g & ¢S4 e "COP28 Ll

il dabd) e 4l L) pa aalil ddle GlEdle Bla 4 dediia b

Gk axe s Jdsall WDV iy LY 2Dle Y ddard o ol 13 () 2
A gall e dexie JBAS L) Sy (Ll ga Yan ciioal il gl sall 228 (e (Y 5252l
Adalel) Al daladl Alall Lt ) seal da g pall Al Ao pud) oy Laie 430 LY
Ol 4 ela Lo ae Gilsh Lo say adsi ol (Jsall g siuall o Lednu il
aali 8 Lghadi) in) sy ¥ e e JUue Yl ddley) Y Ak 8 gladse
A5 ey 8 ) geall gy g il a3 1a88 28 o sS l ylaY) e dnhast ki Lgh ) s

e YAy

delaiay) clasalili g

Dl e 28 @S ainad sy pal) ddari P8 Lelaia¥) Clagalill aladiu) o
Ge OIS 1385 asiall A el LY 5 sa asalil Adalgd) dua) Y (3hs Casal
@Al sl edai Agde) (Plae (N diad Sl tey el s il JMA

Bl e AR phy K1l Syl

1 COP28: Activists criticise move to appoint UAE oil chief chair of climate talks, saying it 'goes beyond putting
fox in charge of henhouse', Sky News, 12/01/2023, https://news.sky.com/story/cop28-activists-criticise-move-
to-appoint-uae-oil-chief-chair-of-climate-talks-saying-it-goes-beyond-putting-fox-in-charge-of-henhouse ,
23/05/2025; 11:45

2 Cop28 deal will fail unless rich countries quit fossil fuels, says climate negotiator, The Guardian, more than 1
year old, https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2024/jan/19/cop28-fossil-fuels-climate-deal-pedro-
pedroso-us-uk-canada-pollution , 23/05/2025; 11:55

3 Fake Twitter profiles, Wikipedia editing and PR battles: Inside the push to greenwash the COP28 climate
summit, CNN, 18/07/2023, https://edition.cnn.com/2023/07/18/middleeast/cop-28-dubai-greenwashing-
climate/, 23/05/2025; 13:09
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